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can collaboration is the securing of a peace that is worth American collaboration. Americans do not have to be preached to. Psychologically, present-day Americans are more ready to renounce isolationism than certain Europeans are ready to renounce the politics of power and imperialism. Both must be renounced at the same time; otherwise Europe is merely asking American collaboration in European imperialism.
I warn that American collaboration must ultimately depend on a just peace that the American people can approve, and that, however we may wish otherwise, an imperialistic peace will be followed by America's revulsion and reversion to isolation. Sir Norman Angell forgets how American isolationism arose as a matter of historical fact. It arose out of revulsion against the Versailles Treaty and out of a sad disillusion that the "war to end all wars'1 had turned out to be a war for spoils. If another Versailles comes, the American nation will feel such a revulsion against being the victim of wily European politics that they will withdraw in disillusionment and disgust again. Revulsion against and disgust with the crushing of ideals after the stupendous sacrifices are human, and the American nation cannot be asked to be inhuman. For if American collaboration and American participation in the World Police are wanted, they are wanted to defend the world order laid down by the coming peace treaty, and the American people must be convinced that that world order is worth defending. In a hypothetical case where that world order consists of the restoration of Asiatic colonies of the European powers, the function of the World Police will be to maintain by force that system of colonies, with American money and lives pledged to its maintenance. But America, like China, happens to be in a curious position; it has not got a single colony. Take away from the